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However, Roy Reese is first and foremost a 

family man. I am certain Roy would confirm 
that his greatest source of pride is his loving 
family. Roy wed his beloved wife, Bonnie, on 
January 20,1958, and the couple has spent 
the past fifty-nine years by each other’s side. 
Roy and Bonnie are the proud parents of four 
sons, Daniel, Michael, Richard, and Roy 
Douglas Reese. They are also the loving 
grandparents of seventeen and the adoring 
great-grandparents of fourteen. 

Mr. Speaker, Roy Reese has been a dedi-
cated member of and inspiration to his com-
munity throughout his life, and on this special 
occasion, it is fitting that I take this time to 
honor him and to commend him for all that he 
has done for so many for so long. At this time, 
I ask that you and all of my distinguished col-
leagues join me in wishing Roy a Happy 80th 
Birthday and many more joyous years to 
come. 
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MEMORIAL DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
respect to the American warfighter. As we cel-
ebrate Military Appreciation Month, it is impor-
tant to convey that the words we use to honor 
our brave men and women in uniform must be 
followed up by action. The time for paying arti-
ficial lip service to the military community is 
over. 

Next month, the House Armed Services 
Committee will initiate its annual markup of the 
National Defense Authorization Act. The 
NDAA is one of the few things in Washington 
that actually works. The NDAA has been 
passed—with bipartisan support—for the last 
56 years. 

But this year’s NDAA might be the most im-
portant yet. For the last eight years, our mili-
tary has been degraded, defunded, and dis-
graced by the previous administration’s at-
tempt to lead from behind. Today, the United 
States military lacks the requisite personnel 
and material readiness required to protect our 
nation against unforeseen and near-peer ad-
versaries. 

Our nation faces a litany of global threats 
from North Korea and Syria, to the Islamic 
State and Iran. Failed states and trans-na-
tional fundamentalist regimes that want noth-
ing more than to destroy democracy and the 
American spirit. The United States military is 
America’s front line defense against the 
plague of radical Islamic terrorism and dema-
gogues. 

There is no other way to say it. Our military 
is broken. Consider the following: 

The Navy is in its smallest state in 99 years, 
and faces increased demand with limited re-
sources (274 ships). 

Moreover, the Navy can only satisfy 40% of 
all Combatant Commander requests due to 
high operational tempo and lengthy mainte-
nance periods 

50% of the civilian workforce working in 
Navy shipyards have less than five years of 
experience, and such inexperience impacts 
the on-time delivery of new ships, and in-
creases the cost of the American taxpayer 

Prior to 1992, the Air Force purchased 
about 200 fighter aircraft per year; today the 
Air Force buys less than 20; that is a 90 per-
cent reduction of new fighter aircraft 

And of the 58 Army Brigades stationed 
around the world, only three—three—are pre-
pared to fight in an armed conflict tonight, 
meaning they require no additional training, 
manpower, or equipment 

I am honored to serve as the elected rep-
resentatives of one of the largest military dis-
tricts in America. No district in this entire coun-
try has more military retirees, military vet-
erans, and military dependents than Northwest 
Florida. 

Few districts can lay claim to Northwest 
Florida’s operational and training footprint. My 
district is home to the Army’s 7th Special 
Forces Group; the Air Force Special Oper-
ations Command; The Joint Gulf Range Com-
plex which provides supersonic air combat 
training and hypersonic weapons testing for 
frontline warfighters like the F–35 and the F– 
22; and Pensacola Naval Air Station, the cra-
dle of Naval Aviation. 

But the time for honoring the brave men and 
women of the military with just words is over. 
They need more than free dinners at 
Applebee’s and free milkshakes at Dairy 
Queen to feel truly appreciated. We need con-
gressional commitment to end the scourge of 
sequestration. We need to right the wrongs of 
the previous administration’s systematic dis-
mantling of military readiness. We need the 
115th Congress show its true military appre-
ciation by providing the American warfighter 
with the tools, training, and long term funding 
to protect the homeland and sustain America 
as the preeminent global superpower. 
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400 YEARS OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
HISTORY COMMISSION ACT 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 1242 entitled, ‘‘400 Years of 
African-American History Commission Act.’’ As 
a co-sponsor of this legislation, I worked with 
my colleagues to pass this act in the House 
and look forward to the Senate also passing 
this bill. I believe it is important for all citizens 
of the United States to recognize the unique 
history, sacrifices, and remarkable contribu-
tions that African Americans have made to 
build our great nation. 

I am invigorated by this legislative intention 
to identify and educate the public on the ar-
rival of Africans and their role in building this 
great country. It is equally important to under-
stand the generational impact that slavery and 
laws that enforced racial discrimination had on 
the United States. While there have been 
many successful and inspirational African 
Americans with enumerable contributions, we 
must address ongoing racial disparities in em-
ployment and education by focusing on 
achieving six universal milestones for success. 

These six universal milestones include: 
1. Entering school ready to learn; 
2. Reading at grade level by third grade; 
3. Graduating from high school ready for 

college or career; 
4. Completing post-secondary education or 

training; 

5. Successfully entering the workforce; and 
6. Reducing violence and providing a sec-

ond chance for returning citizens. 
I applaud the many organizations actively 

working to address persistent opportunity gaps 
faced by African Americans. In my community 
of the 2nd Congressional District of Nebraska, 
I appreciate the efforts of Willie Hamilton, 
president and founder of Black Men United. 
He is a true grass roots leader. In addition, I 
want to highlight some other organizations, 
and work ongoing in the district I serve to im-
plement a coherent cradle-to-college-and-ca-
reer strategy for improving the life outcomes of 
all young people. These organizations include 
Urban League of Nebraska, The START Cen-
ter, the Omaha Empowerment Network coordi-
nated by Willie Barney, Eastern Nebraska 
Community Action Partnership, 100 Black Men 
of Omaha, Malcom X Foundation, Operation 
Youth Success, Members of the Midlands 
Mentoring Partnership, the efforts by the City 
of Omaha through the Black Male Achieve-
ment program previously coordinated by Cam-
eron Gales. Like all complicated issues facing 
Americans, we need this type of strong com-
munity support along with smart bipartisan leg-
islation to address any problem. 

As the African-American History Commis-
sion develops programs, I hope they will con-
sider inspiring communities to continue build-
ing partnerships between local organizations, 
government, businesses and foundations. This 
will connect young African American men and 
women with support networks, mentoring pro-
grams, and the skills training they need to 
succeed in the classroom and in the work-
force. While we learn from and celebrate the 
past, we must also look to a much brighter fu-
ture for all Americans. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VOTE BY 
MAIL ACT OF 2017 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, we are in 
the middle of national civics lesson, with un-
precedented levels of citizen and grassroots 
activism driving political and policy conversa-
tions in communities across the country. It is 
ironic, then, that many states are trying to 
make it harder for Americans to participate in 
our democracy. On November 8, 2016, ac-
cording to the Brennan Center for Justice, 
fourteen states had new restrictions on voting 
in place for the first time in a presidential elec-
tion. Restrictions like these have historically 
targeted minority and low-income voters. This 
disturbing trend in state action has mirrored 
the weakening of campaign finance restric-
tions and voting rights laws by the U.S. Su-
preme Court in recent years. Even as we wit-
ness a growing civic engagement, legal and 
political barriers rise to unjustly diminish indi-
vidual voices. 

Expanding vote by mail is a clear and cost 
effective measure to make voting easier, not 
harder. Mail-in voting states Oregon, Wash-
ington, and Colorado saw among the highest 
voter turnout in the 2016 general election, es-
pecially notable for Oregon with nearly 
250,000 new automatically registered voters. 
The Vote By Mail Act of 2017 will build on Or-
egon’s successful reforms at the national level 
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